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EXHIBITION OF TWO PERUVIAN MUMMIES. cxlv 

" Finally, most excellent sir, my best, my warmest wishes for your 
prosperity; and above all for your precious health. 

"Believe me, sir, yours respectfully and truly, 

Pk.uneb.-Bey." 

The President then directed attention to two Peruvian mummies 
on the table, which had been sent by Mr. Helsby for the Society to 
purchase, but which offer, however, the Council had declined. He re- 
quested Mr. Blake to describe the mummies and their condition. 

Mr. Carter Blake said the mummies on the table were those of 
two Peruvians : one being that of a female about fourteen years 
of age, and the other that of a child. They had been brought 
from Arica on the coast of Peru, where the bodies had been pre- 
served simply by desiccation under the influence of the atmosphere, 
which in that part of Peru was remarkably dry. When first taken 
from the ground, the mummies were very dry and in a good state of 
preservation ; but they have since imbibed moisture and were in a 
state of decomposition, for which reason, he believed, they had not 
been purchased by the Council. He thought, indeed, that they could 
not be preserved above two or three months longer. This was the first 
time that such a mummy had been placed before a London society. 
Mummies were found in other parts of South America, especially 
amongst the Muyscas of New Granada, but the bodies were not gene- 
rally extended as in that on the table ; some being interred with the 
head thrust between the thighs, and in other different positions. He 
said he should take proper measurements of the body and of the skull 
and bones, with specimens of the long hair, before the mummy was 
removed ; in other respects, it was of little anthropological value. 

Mr. D. W. Nash said he should not have supposed that the atmo- 
sphere in Peru was sufficiently dry to preserve a body without artificial 
means. 

Mr. Carter Blake stated that Arica, whence the mummies came, 
is on the sea- coast, which is very arid; and that mummies had been 
also preserved by desiccation at a very high level far inland. He re- 
gretted that Mr. Bollaert was not present, as he was fully acquainted 
with the subject and had obtained similar remains. 

Dr. Seemann, who had visited Peru, said that the climate of the 
coast is excessively dry, and that sometimes no rain falls there for 
five or six years ; but there was a dense mist occasionally. In such 
a climate the bodies might be easily dried without the aid of artificial 
heat. In the South Sea Islands, where the bodies of the natives were 
preserved by desiccation, the operation was conducted over a fire. 

Mr. Carter Blake added that there were only two great races near 
Arica, the Aymaras and the so-called " Collas"; and that probably the 
mummies exhibited belonged to the former. 

[The effluvium from the larger mummy was so offensive, owing to 
its state of decomposition, that it here became necessary to remove it.] 

The following communication on human remains from Cowley, con- 
tributed by Mr. Hutchinson, was read : — 
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